Paper Guidelines’
Question: What role does memory play in affecting our perception?
The paper should address a question that you are answering by searching the literature to investigate our current state of knowledge in that arena.  Your paper should include any theoretical models that are available, and especially different sources of original empirical research.  For example, you might ask, “Do different forms of rehearsal lead to different levels of retrieval performance?”  You then search the literature to see what research can tell us about how different processing strategies work to enhance or interfere with memory performance. Each study is presented within a logical framework that takes the reader along a path to understanding the current state of the research regarding the topic.  Each primary source research report begins with an introduction that includes a review of the relevant literature, and that could serve as an example of what a literature review entails.  Keep in mind, however, that the sources you read are written for a professional audience, and assume that the audience is familiar with many of the terms and concepts that are a part of the presentation.  For your paper, the audience is college students who have taken an introductory psychology course.  This means that you must explain any terms or concepts that would need clarification for those students.  This requires that you include more information about the individual studies than would typically be included in an introductory section of a research report.  This also allows you to demonstrate to me that you understand the structure and content of the studies.  In writing the paper, state the nature of the question, and present a picture of the state of the research that is balanced and clear.  Describe each study to indicate the area of investigation, the basic methods and design of the study, and the results.  Do not include any specific statistical values in summarizing the results; focus on the patterns of outcomes.  As you move from study to study, be sure to make transitions that reflect the relationship between the studies.  Your contribution to the paper is that you organize the presentation of the material in a meaningful way, that you demonstrate your understanding of the topic and the material through the clarity of your discussion of the research, and that you summarize and integrate the material into a useful conclusion.  Do not use first or second person pronouns in the paper, and avoid the use of the terms “feel,” believe,” or “think” in referring to the theorists or researchers you are presenting.  State, theorize, hypothesize, indicate, suggest, or posit are terms that can be used their place.    Also, the terms “prove,” disprove, “proof,” or “true/truth” are inappropriate in presentation of results.  They can support or not support the hypothesis, but do not establish proof.  The paper must include at least eight references, and three of those references must be published in 2014 or later.  All references must be cited in the paper and your reference list and citations in the text of the paper must correspond.  Your textbook can serve as a resource for suggesting a topic, as well as glancing through some of the professional journals.  Please note that students are required to use PRIMARY SOURCES only for the paper itself.  This means that students should not use secondary source materials such as course textbooks, magazine articles, internet sources, or any other materials that are focused on an author presenting the work of other researchers or theorists.  This would also include citing sources that are discussed in empirical articles that you are reading without having read the original source itself.  For clarification about what are and are not primary sources, see the document “What is a primary source?” on canvas. 


All students must hand in a typed statement of a proposed paper topic by October 16.  Three references with abstracts for primary sources to be used in the paper must accompany that statement.  You should discuss your ideas with me before this date; simply saying what you want to do does not guarantee approval.  


The paper is due in hardcopy form by 6:15 pm on November 20.  Papers will not be accepted via email.


All papers must follow APA general style as described below.  All of these guidelines come from the Publication manual of the American Psychological Association (5th ed.)  

· The paper must be typed.  All of the paper should be completed in double-space format.  Do not add any extra spaces between paragraphs.  The paper must be stapled in the top left corner.  If you choose to use a report cover, the paper must still be stapled.

· A cover page should include a title for the paper centered in the middle of the page, followed on the next line (this should be double-spaced, remember) by your name, and the next line should contain your academic affiliation (La Salle University).  I do not require a running head for this assignment.

· Any information that you use from your sources must be cited.  There are several ways of doing this. To include the authors’ names as part of the sentence use:  Smith and Jones (1999) present evidence that…  You can also use this format:  Recent research supports this idea (Smith & Jones, 1999).  The first time you cite a work, include all authors’ names unless there are more than five.  After the first time citing a particular study, use only the first author’s name and et al. if there are more than two authors.  If the article has six or more authors, use the first author’s last name followed by et al. from the first citation onward (Smith et al., 2002).

· If an idea is expressed so well by an author that something essential would be lost in integrating it into your text as part of your own words, use a direct quotation.  Most direct quotations are placed in quotation marks, and the page number on which the material originally appeared must be cited.  If the quotes are less than four lines in length, they are included as a continuation of the natural flow of the text.  An example would be:  Adolescence is not necessarily a time of extreme disruption of personality.  Jackson (1992) states, “Adolescents should not be expected to be crazy.  They do have a large variety of changes occurring in their lives which may lead to stress, but not insanity” (p. 42).  If a quotation is more than four lines long, it is set apart from the text in a double-spaced block of type written lines with no quotation marks.  The block should be set in from the text using the tab key for each new line.  The page number should be cited in parentheses following the last line of the quotation similarly to above.  If you have materials that do not reflect the original page numbers from the journal, indicate source of direct quotations using paragraph number instead of page number:  (para. 45).   Please note:  Because this assignment is intended to demonstrate your ability to summarize and integrate materials, you should avoid using direct quotations, and you must not copy and paste any material from the original source into your paper.  
·  The reference list begins on a separate sheet at the end of the body of the paper with the word References centered at the top of the page.  All sources cited in the text should have a corresponding reference in the list.  Only works cited in the text should appear in the reference list.  References are listed alphabetically by first author’s last name.  Include all authors’ last names and initials in the reference no matter how many.  Maintain the order of the authors’ names as they appear in the original work.  All references are double-spaced.  Formats for three common types of references follow:

For journal articles:

Black, M. H., & White, V.  (1992).  The adolescent experience:  Life in the fast lane.                 Journal of Adolescent Life, 23(5), 555-560.

For chapters in edited books:

Ramsey, M. A., Ramsey, S. A., & Tucker, V. R.  (1998).  The hurried child in America.  In R. J. Wilson & M. J. Wilson (Eds.)  Our rush to educate:  Where are we heading?  (pp. 323-400).  Philadelphia:  Staab Press.

For an entire book:

Winn, M. M.  (1997).  Teaching cognitive psychology:  Nightmare or dream assignment?  Philadelphia:  La Salle University Press.

If a publication has more than 6 authors, include the last names and initials of the first six, and then use et al.

Smith, A. B., Jones, C. D., White, E. F., Black, G. H., Johnson, I. J., Jackson, K. L., et al. 


(2004).   Memory in real life…..

Reference information must be complete.  No references that are missing publication dates, article title, or journal title will be accepted as legitimate sources!  
The APA publication manual contains references for all imaginable types of works.  Consult the manual for any other issues of style.

